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7 Fatal assault and neglect

Key findings

Based on information available to the QFCC at the time of reporting, 2 deaths were identified as being the result
of fatal assault and neglect in Queensland during 2023-24.

Deaths are classified as fatal assault and neglect where evidence available to the QFCC indicates the child died
as a result of inflicted injury or neglect, irrespective of whether a perpetrator has been identified and/or charged.
Definitions for the types of fatal assault and neglect can be found in Appendix C and a description of the QFCC’s
screening criteria can be found in Appendix G (both available at www.gfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/child-death/child-
death-reports-and-data).

Over the last 5 years, 33 children died in 30 fatal assault and neglect incidents. Twenty-six deaths were categorised
as intra-familial, meaning that the alleged perpetrator was a parent, family member or person acting in a parental
role. Six children died in domestic homicides, including murder-suicide incidents where the alleged perpetrator
also took their own life. Twelve children were found to have died as a result of child abuse, 7 died from neglect
and 1was other intrafamilial.

Seven deaths in the last 5 years were extra-familial homicides, including peer homicides (5), acquaintance
homicide (1), and stranger homicide (1).

Further summary information on deaths from fatal assault and neglect can be found in Table A.9 in Appendix A.”

Age and sex

Infants under 1year had the highest rate of death from fatal assault and neglect over the last 5 years (2.9 per
100,000), followed by children 1-4 years (1.1 per 100,000) and 15-17 years (0.6 per 100,000). All children who
died in intrafamilial homicides were aged under 9 years, while 6 of the 7 extra-familial homicide deaths were
young people aged 15-17 years.

Of the 33 children who died from assault or neglect in 2019-24, 13 were female and 20 were male (a rate of 0.4
and 0.7 per 100,000, respectively). Males are more at risk of experiencing extra-familial homicide, 6 out of the 7
extra-familial homicide deaths were males over the last 5 years.

Charges and criminal proceedings

Of the 30 fatal assault and neglect incidents during 2019-24, alleged perpetrators for 28 incidents have been
charged, while one perpetrator was deceased in the same incident (murder-suicide).

72 Tables with data for 2004-24 are available online at www.gfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/child-death/child-death-reports-and-data
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Vulnerability characteristics

Of the 33 child deaths from assault and neglect during 2019-24, 22 (67%) children were known to the child
protection system within the 12 months prior to death and 5 were known outside the statutory review period.
It is noted that 3 children were only known to child protection because of the incident leading to their death.

Available evidence indicated the following factors” were present for the 26 children who died from intra-familial
homicide in 23 incidents over the last 5 years:

* 69% had experienced child abuse prior to the incident (18 of 26 children)
* 62% had evidence domestic and family violence was present in the child’s household (16 of 26 children)

° 35% of the alleged perpetrators were identified as either having a diagnosed or suspected mental health issue
(8 of the 23 incidents)

* 43% of the alleged perpetrators had a history of criminal offending (10 of the 23 incidents)
* 30% of the alleged perpetrators had a history of alcohol or substance use (7 of the 23 incidents).”

73 The QFCC collects information on vulnerability characteristics relating to the child, family and, where relevant, the perpetrator. The information is based on
statements of fact or clear statements of opinion by credible external sources, as recorded in source documents (primarily police and coronial reports).
The information is subject to limitations, in that it is based on those factors which can be identified in the source information. Given the small numbers
in this analysis and these limitations, the findings are considered indicative only.

74 Alcohol use — evidence the person exhibited problematic drinking behaviours such as binge drinking or the consumption of alcohol in settings or circumstances

where it is not appropriate or safe to do so (e.g. while driving). Substance use — evidence of the use of illicit drugs, misuse of prescription medication or volatile
substances.

Deaths of children and young people Queensland 2023-24 | 55



Queensland
Family & Child 228,
Commission et




	Queensland Family and Child Commission :: Annual Report: Deaths of children and young people Queensland 2023-24
	About this report
	Letter from the Principal Commissioner
	Contents 
	Acknowledgements
	Principal Commissioner’s message
	Executive summary
	1 Child deaths in Queensland
	Key findings
	Trends
	Demographics
	Leading causes of death
	Regional and remote areas
	Socio-economic disadvantage
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
	Children known to the child protection system
	Children reported missing

	2 Deaths from natural causes
	Key findings
	Neonatal and post-neonatal infants
	Major causes
	Queensland paediatric sepsis mortality study
	Deaths from notifiable conditions

	3 Transport-related deaths
	Key findings
	Transport-related characteristics
	Car restraint guides for parents and carers
	Queensland Ambulance Service data

	4 Drowning
	Key findings
	Risk factors and age
	Preventative factors
	Guidelines for inland waterway safety
	Medical conditions or impairments
	Queensland Ambulance Service data

	5 Other non-intentional injury
	Key findings
	Risk factors
	Infant sleep product safety
	Toppling furniture hazard warnings

	6 Suicide
	Key findings
	Risk factors
	Cohorts in youth suicide
	Other factors
	Queensland Ambulance Service data

	7 Fatal assault and neglect
	Key findings
	Vulnerability characteristics

	8 Sudden unexpected deaths in infancy (SUDI)
	Key findings
	Risk factors for SUDI
	Clinical guidelines: Safer infant sleep
	Sleep environment factors
	Queensland Paediatric Quality Council update
	Unexplained deaths of children aged 1–17 years

	9 Child death prevention activities
	Maintaining the Child Death Register
	Publications
	Australian and New Zealand child death review conference and meeting
	QFCC submissions
	Supporting youth suicide prevention
	Researcher access to child death data
	Prevention messaging
	Participation in state and national advisory groups
	Safer pathways through childhood: Actions in 2023–24

	Appendices
	Appendix A – Summary tables on child deaths in Queensland





Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		QFCC_Report_Child_Deaths_2023-24_Accessible.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Salt Design, Salt Design


		Organization: 

		Salt Design





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Skipped		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


