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Youth Advisory Council 

The Queensland Family and Child Commission (QFCC) engaged the QFCC Youth Advisory Council to provide 
feedback on the consulta�on dra� and gather perspec�ves from young people who have experience naviga�ng 
and engaging with the systems reflected in the Putting Queensland Kids First consulta�on dra�. The QFCC 
recognises the importance of seeking independent reviews and opinions from young people when providing 
feedback to the Putting Queensland Kids First consulta�on dra�.  

The Youth Advisory Council engaged in a thorough discussion of the 
consulta�on dra�. Members expressed a need for greater clarity 
regarding the proposed steps outlined in the dra�, highligh�ng 
further detail or explana�on was required for a comprehensive 
understanding around ac�on items and which government agency 
would take control. Concerns were raised regarding the limited 
feedback from broader out-of-metro communi�es, emphasising the 
importance of ensuring inclusivity and representa�on across diverse 
geographical areas. The council highlighted that incorpora�ng 
perspec�ves from all corners of the State was necessary to ensure the 
strategy adequately addresses the needs and concerns of youth 
across different contexts.  

The Youth Advisory Council provided valuable 
recommenda�ons aimed at enhancing the consulta�on dra� 
to beter serve the needs of young people. Among their 
sugges�ons were the implementa�on of addi�onal educa�on 
and TAFE opportuni�es tailored to diverse interests and career 
paths, providing greater flexibility and accessibility for youth to 
pursue their educa�onal goals. They also emphasised the 
urgent need to address issues surrounding child and teenage 
sexual abuse and harassment, advoca�ng for comprehensive 
policies and support systems to ensure the safety and well-
being of young individuals. The Council also noted the 
importance of increasing the availability of bulk-billed doctor 
services; they expressed that the cost of medical care upfront 
was o�en a barrier to accessing health services and 
emphasised the cri�cal role of accessible healthcare in 
promo�ng physical and mental well-being among youth.  

  

“I think it is vague but has good 
themes and ideas. We need more 

logistics around it especially in 
regional and remote areas. I think 

there needs to be a bigger focus on 
what comes next as to what’s 

already done. I know a lot for are 
unheard of where I live but would be 

really cool if they existed here.” 

Youth Advisory Council member 

“I think it should be actionable. An action, a 
commitment, and who will be in charge of the 

consultation. The draft should definitely 
include a focus of consulting with young 

people – either through public submissions, a 
dedicated YAC, or some other mechanism, 
young people should be at the centre of a 

plan for young people. This could be 
something the draft highlights – saying that 
youth participation and voices will be sought 

by departments and agencies which deal with 
children the most (Education, Housing, Child 

Safety).” 

Youth Advisory Council member 
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Putting Queensland Kids First Consultation Draft - Guiding Questions 

The Consultation draft speaks to the implementa�on of strengths-based approaches, emphasising the promo�on 
of equity and acknowledgment of the diverse needs, lived experiences, and cultural safety of all children, young 
people, and families. The dra� strategy notes the importance of focusing on equity in outcomes for all individuals, 
including marginalised groups such as First Na�ons peoples, people with disabili�es, culturally and linguis�cally 
diverse communi�es, and those residing in rural and remote areas. While the dra� ar�culates these principles, 
further detail as to the service delivery modelling to implement Putting Queensland Kids First through regional, 
remote, and very remote areas is needed to best understand how this strategy will support children and families 
living outside of major towns or densely populated areas.  

The six principles outlined in the Consultation draft align with the goals of the QFCC regarding commitment to 
promo�ng the wellbeing and rights of children, young people, and families. This includes ac�vely seeking and 
incorpora�ng their voices and experiences into decision-making processes, as well as upholding child-safe 
principles and child rights. Recent policy publica�ons such as the Queensland Government's Child and Family 
Reform Action Plan1 demonstrate this commitment to centring the needs and perspec�ves of children and young 
people. 

Core principles for holis�c child wellbeing should include promo�ng equity, recognising diversity, and ensuring 
cultural safety in service delivery. Principles in a holis�c strategy should focus on strengths-based approaches, 
collabora�ve partnerships between government, service providers and communi�es, and should empower 
families to ac�vely par�cipate in decision-making processes regarding their child's wellbeing. Key protec�ve 
factors in maintaining posi�ve trajectories for children and young people include strong family and community 
support networks, access to quality educa�on and healthcare services, posi�ve rela�onships with caring adults 
and opportuni�es for meaningful engagement in extracurricular ac�vi�es. To further boost these protec�ve 
factors, efforts should be made to strengthen community connec�ons, enhance access to mental health services, 
provide opportuni�es for skill-building and personal development, and address social determinants of health such 
as poverty and housing instability. 

The QFCC recognises the diverse needs and cultural safety of all children, young people, and families and is 
commited to achieving equity in outcomes for marginalised groups, including First Na�ons peoples, people with 
disabili�es, culturally and linguis�cally diverse communi�es, and those living in rural and remote areas. Given 
recent publica�ons such as the Queensland Government's Multicultural Queensland Charter2 and the Local 
Thriving Communities Action Plan3, the Putting Queensland Kids First strategy must be inten�onal in partnerships 
with lived-experience persons, groups, and organisa�ons to understand the needs for all children, young people, 
and families.  

In addi�on to the outlined priori�es in the Putting Queensland Kids First dra�, it is important to consider the 
intersec�onality of issues affec�ng children, young people and families, such as addressing the specific needs of 
children with disabili�es, children and young people living in out-of-home care or in contact with the youth jus�ce 
system, LGBTQI+ youth, and those from culturally and linguis�cally diverse backgrounds. Priori�es should also 

 
 
1 Queensland Government (2019), Supporting Families Changing Futures 2019-2023.  
2 Queensland Government Department of Environment, Science and Innova�on (2022), Multicultural Queensland Charter, 
Mul�cultural Queensland Charter | Department of Environment, Science and Innova�on, Queensland (des.qld.gov.au).  
3 Queensland Government Department of Treaty, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Communi�es and the 
Arts (2022), Local Thriving Communities Action Plan 2022–24, LTC ac�on plan (dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au).  

https://www.des.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/policy-governance/charter
https://www.dsdsatsip.qld.gov.au/resources/dsdsatsip/work/atsip/reform-tracks-treaty/local-thriving-communities/ltc-action-plan.pdf
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include addressing systemic barriers to accessing services and resources, promo�ng early childhood development 
and educa�on, and ensuring a trauma-informed approach to service delivery. 

Suppor�ng connec�on to culture and community for children, young people, and families involves acknowledging 
and respec�ng diverse cultural iden��es, providing opportuni�es for cultural learning and expression, and 
fostering partnerships with First Na�ons communi�es and elders. Implemen�ng culturally appropriate programs 
and services, suppor�ng Indigenous-led ini�a�ves, facilita�ng access to tradi�onal cultural prac�ces and 
ceremonies, and ensuring that Indigenous perspec�ves are integrated into policies and decision-making processes 
is central to delivering an inclusive and robust system response. Communica�on and coordina�on between 
government agencies, non-government organisa�ons, schools, healthcare providers, and the community must be 
inten�onal and sustained to iden�fy and address the needs of children, young people and families 
comprehensively.   

Best prac�ce models reflect preven�on and early interven�on services to achieve beter outcomes for children 
and families. By inves�ng in a mix of universal, targeted, and intensive supports, this approach aims to address 
issues proac�vely and prevent crises from occurring. An integrated service delivery model provides improved 
access to support and services for Queenslanders, par�cularly where other barriers to engagement exist and in 
circumstances of early childhood screening and exploring suitable supports for families with addi�onal needs. 
This involves partnering and collabora�ng across government agencies, non-governmental organisa�ons, and 
community groups to provide holis�c and person-centred support.  

Wellbeing from conception and the earliest years of life 

The Putting Queensland Kids First strategy focuses on interven�on and support at key junctures in children’s lives, 
to posi�vely influence their life trajectories. A child's wellbeing is rooted in various factors, including their family, 
community, culture, and broader environment. Early development thrives when children form secure 
atachments in nurturing environments, allowing them to explore safely.4 Recent research found that most 
Queensland children have someone who supports them, with 80 per cent of young children repor�ng they have a 
grown-up who listens and helps them when they feel upset, and 89 per cent describing that their parents make 
them feel happy.5 Caregivers require support to navigate the challenges of parenthood, including financial, social, 
and health aspects, while also acquiring the skills to nurture their child's wellbeing. For First Na�ons families, 
culturally responsive support is essen�al, recognising the value of Indigenous cultural knowledge in child-rearing. 
The QFCC supports the enhancement of exis�ng ini�a�ves to provide greater support to expectant parents, and 
new parents to navigate paren�ng especially in early childhood.  

Providing expectant parents with high-quality, holis�c care throughout pregnancy and post-pregnancy provides 
Queensland children with the best opportunity to reach early milestones and young children are beter resourced 
to address addi�onal needs as they present. Recent research conducted by the QFCC highlights that 96.4 per cent 
of Queensland parents atended five or more antenatal visits. The QFCC found that 91.3 per cent of Queensland 
babies were born at full term (a�er 37 weeks’ gesta�on) and that 93.6 per cent of babies were born at a healthy 

 
 
4 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2022), The extent of infant mental health disorders, At 5 The extent of infant 
mental health disorders UPDATED (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
5 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-10/The%20extent%20of%20infant%20mental%20health%20disorders.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-10/The%20extent%20of%20infant%20mental%20health%20disorders.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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birth weight.6 This research supports the need for accessible antenatal care which is culturally responsive and 
available in the community, par�cularly for parents residing in regional and remote areas, for First Na�ons 
families, and for families where addi�onal supports are needed. The Queensland Family and Child Commission’s 
(QFCC) Growing up in Queensland7 report reflects research of pregnancy and early childhood and the prevalence 
of risk indicators for Queensland parents and children; in some regions throughout Queensland up to 20.4 per 
cent of expectant mothers smoked during pregnancy and 7.5 per cent used alcohol before 20 weeks. Given the 
informa�on available regarding the risks of substance use during pregnancy, these sta�s�cs highlight the need for 
consistent and comprehensive antenatal and postnatal services to be available for all families across the state.  

Observa�ons in the QFCC report, Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have died, 
demonstrated that families engaged with Early Childhood Educa�on and Care (ECEC) in early years were more 
likely to have a more comprehensive service network available to them and meet any addi�onal needs, than 
families who were not linked to ECEC, including improved engagement with medical and allied health care 
services.8 The review illustrated that children enrolled in ECEC services had more frequent and sustained 
engagement from support systems to meet their needs than children who were not enrolled with an ECEC.9 This 
includes services for parents to support family wellbeing in the home. The QFCC understands that while ECEC is 
not always the precursor for secondary service engagement, in this review children and families linked with an 
ECEC service experienced higher rates of service engagement including more direct touchpoints from secondary 
services than children who were not enrolled with an ECEC service.10 The review found there is an opportunity for 
further collabora�on between ECEC and child protec�on policy makers, regulators, and service providers to 
contribute to the body of evidence of the impact ECEC can have on the safety and wellbeing of children who have 
addi�onal needs. Early Childhood Educa�on and care services are a valuable part of a comprehensive child-
wellbeing framework.  

The QFCC acknowledges the substan�al investment of $645 million in free kindergarten for four-year-olds in 
Queensland from 2024. This ini�a�ve reflects the value of early childhood educa�on and care, not only in 
providing early years educa�on to young children but as an access mechanism for addi�onal support networks for 
the en�re family. It remains crucial that the early childhood and family support sectors engage a coordinated 
approach to provide tailored and sustained assistance for families in need.  

The strategies proposed in Putting Queensland Kids First will require robust accountability measures to ensure 
resources are u�lised efficiently, and that the strategies and services employed are effec�ve in mee�ng the needs 
for children. Priori�sing early interven�on programs, maternal health ini�a�ves, and equitable access to essen�al 
resources will improve opportuni�es for parents to engage meaningfully with the service sector to address 
presen�ng needs, and access necessary supports to provide best opportuni�es for children to thrive.  

 
 
6 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
7 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au).  
8 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
9 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
10 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
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Supporting families and strengthening communities 

The QFCC recognises the vital role that families and communi�es play in promo�ng the health and wellbeing of 
children and young people. When families have access to sufficient material basics such as food and housing, their 
children are physically healthier, their social and emo�onal development is more likely to be on track and they do 
beter at school. There has been a sharp increase in the cost of living in recent years which is having a nega�ve 
impact on children, young people, and families. Evidence recently presented in the QFCC Growing Up in 
Queensland11 report highlights that over the past 12 months food prices have increased by 7-8 per cent and u�lity 
prices have increased by 12-14 per cent. This has led to greater stress on parents and carers to afford material 
basics for their families, with 61 per cent repor�ng that they find it hard to pay for day-to-day expenses such as 
food and bills.12 Families living in rural and remote loca�ons feel the effects of rising costs of living more than 
those living in metropolitan areas due to reduced access to services. Recent reviews conducted by the QFCC 
found that children, young people and families residing within 50 kilometres of a major city will be linked with 
more services and have more direct contact touchpoints with support than those residing further from 
metropolitan areas.13 These reviews found that families living in Sunshine Coast and Central Queensland, North 
Queensland and Far North Queensland reported higher rates of difficulty paying for day-to-day expenses (64 per 
cent, 68 per cent and 66 per cent respec�vely).14  

The QFCC recognises the proposed Pu�ng Queensland Kids First strategy highlights the need to support families 
to deal with adversity, disadvantage and develop financial resilience and independence, but considera�on should 
be given to ensure that it supports all Queensland families. Programs such as the school food program should be 
comprehensively launched in schools throughout Queensland to assists all children and young people in need, 
including those in remote and rural communi�es. 

The Youth Advisory Council expressed that family was the main ingredient from childhood that contributes to a 
successful life. Understanding culture, heritage and history was paramount in defining ones-self and maintaining a 
family iden�ty. Ini�a�ves aimed at suppor�ng families and strengthening communi�es must be culturally safe 
and responsive for culturally and linguis�cally diverse and First Na�ons families and recognise the strength of 
cultural knowledge in raising children. Key opportuni�es include empowering parents and caregivers, ensuring 
stable housing, providing access to informa�on and support for life challenges, promo�ng health, living free from 
violence, and facilita�ng economic par�cipa�on for financial resilience and independence. 

A child’s environment and experiences have a las�ng impact on health, learning and wellbeing outcomes. Early 
interven�on services that support families with children to obtain and sustain housing can achieve long-term 
outcomes for the family, including reducing the risk of young people experiencing homelessness. Recent analysis 
iden�fied that there has been a 42.9 per cent increase in rental costs across Queensland over the past 3 years. 
This increase in rental costs and cost of living more broadly has resulted in approximately 8,291 young 

 
 
11 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
12 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
13 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
14 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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Queenslanders (aged 0-24 years) being homeless on census night in 2021.15 This housing crisis has endured with 
41,819 children and young people recorded as living in public housing in Queensland in 2022, and a further 
19,741 children and young people recorded on the Queensland public housing register.  

There is a need for housing supports for families to be enhanced under Putting Queensland Kids First. The QFCC 
welcomes the Queensland Government’s Towards ending homelessness for young Queenslanders ini�a�ve and 
introduc�on of more Youth Foyers throughout Queensland, recognising that in 2022-23, 10.8 per 10,000 
specialist homelessness service clients were young people presen�ng alone and 4.0 per 10,000 were children in 
contact with the child protec�on system (either leaving care or children on protec�on orders).16 Acknowledging 
that in 2022-23 approximately 44 per cent of specialist homelessness services clients in Queensland were 
families,17 the QFCC welcomes the expansion of the Immediate Housing Response for Families scheme which 
provides temporary accommoda�on and specialist homelessness services to families experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness. These current policies and ini�a�ves provide a founda�on for Queensland to further develop its 
support system for children and young people experiencing homelessness, however the QFCC recognises the 
importance of expanding these services to enable greater access for families in rural and remote loca�ons 
throughout the state, providing services which can accommodate larger family groups, and ensuring that all 
housing strategies are culturally appropriate for Queensland families.  

The Putting Queensland Kids First strategy acknowledges that the wellbeing of a child is fundamentally rooted in 
their family, kinship, personal rela�onships, community, and cultural context. During their early years, children 
thrive through secure atachments in nurturing environments that allow for explora�on and understanding of the 
world around them. The overall health and wellbeing of the en�re family significantly impact a child's healthy 
development, necessita�ng support for caregivers to navigate various aspects of parenthood. Analysis of family 
units underscore the need for promo�ng parental and family health and wellbeing to support children and young 
peoples’ healthy development. The QFCC understands that whole-of-family health and wellbeing is integral to 
suppor�ng children and young people’s healthy development. The recent Growing Up in Queensland report 
iden�fied that only 53 per cent of two-parent families and 38 per cent of one-parent families rate their health as 
excellent or good. Similarly, it was found that psychological stress was high amongst parents, with 35.6 per cent 
of one-parent families and 14.8 per cent of couple families repor�ng high stress.18 Given the important role 
played by parents and caregivers in promo�ng children’s health and wellbeing, ensuring parent and caregiver 
healthcare needs including their mental health needs are met, is essen�al for promo�ng children’s healthy 
growth and development. There is necessity for prac�cal supports to assist parents, caregivers, families, and 
communi�es to live safe and well.  

For First Na�ons families, culturally responsive support is crucial. Strategies must respect and engage with 
communi�es, employing the appropriate cultural knowledge. More than half (59 per cent) of respondents to the 

 
 
15 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
16 Australian Ins�tute of Health and Welfare (2023), Specialist homelessness services annual report 2022-23, 
htps://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-services-annual-
report/contents/about 
17 Australian Ins�tute of Health and Welfare (2023), Specialist homelessness services annual report 2022-23, 
htps://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-services-annual-
report/contents/about 
18 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmcdonaldj%5CDocuments%5COffline%20Records%20(QP)%5CPutting%20%7E%20STRATEGIC%20MANAGEMENT%20-%20POLICY%20-%20Policy%20core%20functions%20(Development)%5CAustralian%20Institute%20of%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20(2023),%20https:%5Cwww.aihw.gov.au%5Creports%5Chomelessness-services%5Cspecialist-homelessness-services-annual-report%5Ccontents%5Cabout
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmcdonaldj%5CDocuments%5COffline%20Records%20(QP)%5CPutting%20%7E%20STRATEGIC%20MANAGEMENT%20-%20POLICY%20-%20Policy%20core%20functions%20(Development)%5CAustralian%20Institute%20of%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20(2023),%20https:%5Cwww.aihw.gov.au%5Creports%5Chomelessness-services%5Cspecialist-homelessness-services-annual-report%5Ccontents%5Cabout
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Cmcdonaldj%5CDocuments%5COffline%20Records%20(QP)%5CPutting%20%7E%20STRATEGIC%20MANAGEMENT%20-%20POLICY%20-%20Policy%20core%20functions%20(Development)%5CAustralian%20Institute%20of%20Health%20and%20Welfare%20(2023),%20https:%5Cwww.aihw.gov.au%5Creports%5Chomelessness-services%5Cspecialist-homelessness-services-annual-report%5Ccontents%5Cabout
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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QFCC Community Perspective Survey 202319 agreed that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and young people were supported to stay 
connected with their culture. A further six in 10 respondents (60 per cent) 
to the Statutory Systems Workforce Survey20 agreed that culturally and 
linguis�cally diverse children and young people atending their 
organisa�on were supported to preserve their cultural and linguis�c 
iden�ty. The QFCC Youth Advisory Council members commented that the 
expansion of exis�ng ini�a�ves to include the inclusion of cultural 
ac�vi�es in schools would assist young people to engage with their 
culture, including sugges�ons for specific lessons on First Na�ons and 
culturally diverse tradi�ons to be included.  

Identifying and responding to needs for healthy development and positive 
life courses  

The Putting Queensland Kids First dra� details that young Queenslanders with developmental delays require early 
access to appropriate iden�fica�on, interven�ons, and support for improved long-term outcomes. Without 
proper support, these children may encounter challenges in educa�on, employment, mental health, and are at 
greater risk of involvement in the jus�ce system later in life. Early iden�fica�on and interven�on during the early 
years of life are essen�al for preparing children to transi�on into school confidently and achieve their poten�al. 
Opportuni�es for systemic improvements for early iden�fica�on and supported transi�on to schooling include 
enhancing access to universal health services, suppor�ng families in accessing integrated and specialist supports, 
improving inclusive services for children with disabili�es, providing early access to interven�ons for children with 
developmental condi�ons, and ensuring inclusive educa�on and social support for children with disabili�es and 
developmental condi�ons.  

The QFCC supports the introduc�on of inclusive educa�on and social supports for children and young people 
living with disability and developmental condi�ons, including through the Student Wellbeing Package which is 
delivering enhanced wellbeing outcomes for students through the employment of health and wellbeing 
prac��oners in schools, including through the GPs in Schools Pilot. Having general prac��oners (GPs) onsite at 
school improves access to comprehensive health care services, including �mely assessment, interven�on, and 
referrals for various health concerns. This ini�a�ve not only promotes physical health but also addresses the 
holis�c needs of students, suppor�ng their healthy development and posi�ve life courses. It has had success in its 
pilot schools, with young people who atended the GP at St George State High School repor�ng they feel safe 
atending the school-based GP clinic and that having the doctors there once a week encourages them to get 
health maters seen to that they might otherwise ignore.21 The QFCC acknowledges the early posi�ve indica�ons 
from the pilot of this program and supports the considera�on for a more comprehensive implementa�on across 
Queensland schools, par�cularly in rural and remote regions.  

 
 
19 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Community Perceptions Survey 2023, Community Percep�ons Survey 
Report 2023 (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
20 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Statutory systems workforce survey, Statutory Systems Workforce 
Survey Report (qfcc.qld.gov.au).  
21Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au).. 

“In New Zealand, we have 
mandatory Maori classes where 

we learn the language and about 
their culture, lore, myths. I firmly 

believe that when kids and 
children are connected to culture 
through this way, we are able to 

progress more as a society.” 

Youth Advisory Council member 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Community%20Perceptions%20Survey%20Report%202023.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Community%20Perceptions%20Survey%20Report%202023.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Statutory%20Systems%20Workforce%20Survey%20Report.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Statutory%20Systems%20Workforce%20Survey%20Report.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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The QFCC recognises the importance of early iden�fica�on of addi�onal needs and responding holis�cally 
through supported access to services to address emerging needs and provide children with the best opportunity 
to thrive. Ini�a�ves such as Queensland Health's Primary School Health Nurse Readiness Program, focusing on 
vision screening, and specialist health services including immunisa�on and dental health access and treatment 
have shown great promise in the success of integra�on between health and educa�on services to promote 
engagement and support access to services.  

Collabora�on between the health and educa�on services has 
been a valuable u�lity in providing access to health services 
where children, young people and families may have difficulty 
accessing regular health networks or mee�ng their health 
milestones. The exis�ng u�lisa�on of the Dental Van and 
Queensland Health Child and Adolescent Dental Health 
Services are posi�ve examples of integrated health access 
promo�ng engagement in regular annual screening and 
treatment, and facilita�ng access to health services where 
children may otherwise experience barriers. With research 
indica�ng that one in three Queensland children aged 5-6 
years had never visited the den�st and more than half 
(53.7%) of children aged 5-14 years in Queensland had teeth 

affected by dental decay22, access to integrated health care at school supports children to engage in proac�ve 
health management. Similarly, the Queensland Health School Immunisation Program facilita�ng vaccina�on 
access through schools has played a key role in safeguarding the health of young Queenslanders by providing 
�mely access to vaccina�on. These ini�a�ves have had great success for young Queenslanders, with 93 per cent 
of 5-year-olds fully immunised23 and not only address immediate health needs but also promote preven�ve care 
and educa�on to children and families about the importance of regular health and wellness screening.   

The QFCC acknowledges the importance of suppor�ng and promo�ng health for all children and young people in 
Queensland, including those living in out-of-home care. The Navigate Your Health partnership between the 
Department of Health and Children’s Health Queensland helps children and young people in care to access health 
checks and referrals to services that meet their health needs. With 2,262 children subject to an ongoing 
interven�on with Child Safety on a Na�onal Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) support plan,24 the QFCC 
recognises the importance of this program, and the considera�ons for including mental health care needs for 
children and young people living in out-of-home care. Survey informa�on from Child Safety advises that 68.8 per 
cent of young people in care reported they felt happy, 68.1 per cent enjoyed their day and 63.9 per cent reported 
they felt calm.25 While all children and young people experiencing poor mental health need access to appropriate 

 
 
22 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
23 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
24 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
25 Queensland Government Department of Child Safety, Seniors and Disability Services (2023), My Life in Care Survey 2022 
Results, My Life in Care Survey Summary 2022 (q�c.com.au) 

“I think it would be nice to see more connections 
between Queensland health and Queensland 
Education especially when supporting people 

with disabilities, mental health issues and 
neurodivergence. I think there should also be 

more connections between regional sectors and 
the state department of education, I think a lot 

of rural places often miss out more on better 
educational opportunities/programs that 

provide early interventions”. 

Youth Advisory Council member 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfkc.com.au/images/resources/my-life-in-care-survey-summary-2022.pdf
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and �mely access to supports and services, given the complexity of their health and wellbeing needs, children 
living in out-of-home care have a demonstrated need for greater access to holis�c mental health care.26 

Putting Queensland Kids First must ensure that all children, young people, and families in Queensland have 
appropriate access to early interven�ons and �mely, culturally appropriate healthcare. The current policies and 
ini�a�ves provide a founda�on for Queensland to further develop the system to promote health and wellbeing of 
our children, but there remains need to expand these services to enable children, young people, and families to 
access them in rural and remote loca�ons throughout the state. Scope remains to expand these services to 
include universal access to health care services including intellectual and mental health assistance, occupa�onal 
therapy, and speech pathology, as well as further equipping Queensland teachers with relevant skills in screening 
and suppor�ng access and engagement with specialist services.  

The QFCC consulted the Youth Advisory Council regarding 
the outcomes if teachers were incen�vised to further their 
educa�on with postgraduate cer�ficates to become 
guidance counsellors. Eighty per cent of responses were 
posi�ve. This ini�a�ve will require specific input from the 
Department of Educa�on to further teachers training and 
professional development.  

The QFCC acknowledges that connec�ng government 
services enhances the capacity to iden�fy and respond to needs through inten�onal communica�on and 
coordina�on among various agencies. By removing barriers and facilita�ng collabora�on, connec�ng government 
services can op�mise resource alloca�on, minimise duplica�on of efforts, and ul�mately improve outcomes for 
individuals and communi�es, promo�ng healthier development and facilita�ng posi�ve life trajectories.  

Supporting confident transitions into learning, education, and training 

Engaging children and young people in educa�on from early ages provides the best start to life-long learning. 
Recent research indicates that while seven out of 10 parents read to their children at home, and 9 out of ten 
children are enrolled in a kindergarten program, only around half of children are developing on track in their first 
year of school.27 There is a need to support children and families in their early years to ensure they have the skills 
for life-long learning. The QFCC encourages the goals set out in the Consultation draft of suppor�ng parents and 
caregivers as first teachers, promo�ng quality and safety in early childhood services and strengthening transi�ons 
between home and school, and wish to understand further how these opportuni�es will be achieved.  

Confident and successful transi�ons from home to early childhood se�ngs, school engagement, and subsequent 
training and employment are vital for personal wellbeing and future prosperity. Posi�ve engagement with 
learning environments enhances children and young people's happiness at school and improves academic and 
social skills, se�ng the stage for beter educa�onal and engagement outcomes throughout their schooling and 

 
 
26 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2021), Rights, Voices, Stories, Queensland Family and Child Commission :: 
Rights, Voices, Stories project report (qfcc.qld.gov.au) 
27 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

“It can improve the wellbeing of students who 
can feel they are properly supported - some 

students would be able to easily access support 
because they teachers regularly - relationships 
are better with teachers sometimes, can make 

accessing help less scary.” 

Youth Advisory Council member 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Rights%20Voices%20Stories%20-%20Project%20Report_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Rights%20Voices%20Stories%20-%20Project%20Report_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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career paths. Coordina�on between schools, educators, service providers, and families is crucial in ensuring 
schools are prepared to meet the diverse learning and wellbeing needs of children.  

A coordinated system approach is described in QFCC's previous works, including Growing Up in Queensland28, 
Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have died29 and policy submissions to the 
Queensland Youth Strategy30, which stress the importance of posi�ve engagements with learning environments 
and the need for flexible and individually responsive strategies to meet the diverse needs of children and young 
people. The use of FlexiSpaces across Queensland schools has assisted to retain students at risk of disengaging 
from school; the QFCC supports expansion of this ini�a�ve across the State. Lessons from the life-story timelines 
of 30 Queensland children who have died highlighted that of the 30 children and young people whose lives were 
reviewed in the context of their engagement with primary, secondary, and ter�ary systems, all children of 
compulsory school age had disengaged or were disengaging from educa�on; all school-aged children who died by 
suicide had completely disengaged from educa�on.31 Re-engaging children and young people with educa�on 
through ini�a�ves such as the FlexiSpaces provides an opportunity to support learning and engagement with their 
community, in an environment more tailored to the individual needs  of the student. In Lessons from the life-story 
timelines, the QFCC highlighted that atempts to prevent disengagement and support re-engagement in educa�on 
should be sustained and coordinated with other service networks and keeping children engaged in schooling 
should be a shared responsibility across agencies regularly responding to disengaged children. The QFCC 
emphasises the importance of strengthening engagement with educa�on and connec�ng families with support 
services, par�cularly for those experiencing disadvantage.  

The QFCC Rights, Voices, Stories32 youth researchers highlighted that children and young people in out-of-home 
care frequently face challenges with their schooling such as needing to change school if they change placements 
and having to nego�ate departmental processes to obtain permissions, for example, to par�cipate in school 
camps and formals. As a group they are more likely to struggle to meet academic standards and experience 
school disciplinary absences. Recent research reinforces this, with NAPLAN results indica�ng that Queensland 
children and young people living in care receive significantly lower results in each year level compared to the 
state average. The report showed 66.5 per cent of children in care met na�onal standards for numeracy in 2022 
(compared to 91.4% of all Queensland students), 51.8 per cent met na�onal reading standards (compared to 82% 
of all Queensland students) and only 44.6 per cent of children in care met na�onal wri�ng standards (compared 
to 73.7% of all Queensland students).33 Students living in out-of-home care were also much more likely to be 
suspended from school, with 24.5 per cent of children and young people in out-of-home care being suspended in 
2022 compared to only 7.3 per cent of all students.34 The QFCC recognises the value in providing addi�onal 

 
 
28 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
29 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
30 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2022), QFCC Submission on the Queensland Youth Strategy Discussion Paper, 
QFCC Discussion Paper Policy Submission - Queensland Youth Strategy 
31 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Lessons from the life-story timelines of 30 Queensland children who have 
died, Lessons from the life-story �melines of 30 Queensland children who have died (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
32 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2021), Rights, Voices, Stories, Queensland Family and Child Commission :: 
Rights, Voices, Stories project report (qfcc.qld.gov.au) 
33 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 
34 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-12/Discussion%20Paper%20Policy%20Submission%20-%20Queensland%20Youth%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/Lessons%20from%20the%20life-story%20timelines%20of%2030%20Queensland%20children%20who%20have%20died.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Rights%20Voices%20Stories%20-%20Project%20Report_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Rights%20Voices%20Stories%20-%20Project%20Report_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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supports with equitable educa�onal outcomes to children and young people living in out-of-home care, and 
supports the extension of the Equity and Excellence Education Strategy for educa�onal inclusion of all children 
and young people throughout Queensland, with a recommenda�on to expand these to regional and remote 
loca�ons.  

The Youth Advisory Council expressed disappointment with the 
educa�on and transi�on sec�ons of the consulta�on dra� voicing 
concerns that the Queensland government's approach appeared to lack 
sufficient input from students themselves regarding desired learning 
outcomes. Members highlighted a perceived disconnect between the 
outlined strategies and the reali�es faced by students naviga�ng 
educa�onal pathways and transi�oning into various stages of life. The 
Council emphasised the importance of ac�vely involving students in the 
decision-making process to ensure that policies and ini�a�ves truly 
reflect their needs, aspira�ons, and challenges. They stressed the 
necessity of incorpora�ng student perspec�ves into the development of 
educa�onal frameworks and transi�on support mechanisms to foster 
greater relevance, effec�veness, and inclusivity in Queensland's 
approach to youth development. 

The QFCC recognises the importance of delivering trauma-informed learning for students with complex 
behaviours and wellbeing needs. The Youth Advisory Council discussed the opportunity for classroom teachers to 
receive further training in counselling and increase the number of guidance officers available to students, and 
proposed this ini�a�ve would improve the overall wellbeing of students, assist students with accessing mental 
health supports earlier, and equip teachers with the necessary skills to assist students with mental health 
difficul�es. Youth Advisory Council members emphasised that teachers are o�en the first point of call for 
students, but if such ini�a�ves were established mechanisms would need to be in place to ensure that teachers 
do not blur the boundary between their roles in a classroom and the unique responsibili�es of a counsellor - with 
some Council members sugges�ng an increase in the number of guidance officers available in schools would 
support students without blurring this boundary. Through partnerships with communi�es to deliver trauma-
informed, culturally safe learning experiences, and improving responses to complex behaviours impac�ng 
engagement in learning, students would be beter equipped for confident transi�ons across key phases of 
learning, educa�on, and training. These efforts set strong founda�ons for future learning pathways and 
contribute to the overall wellbeing and prosperity of children and young people in Queensland. 

Partnering for integrated, place-based, and First Nations-led delivery 

Youth Advisory Council members recommend the Putting Queensland Kids First strategy should involve 
substan�al collabora�on with First Na�ons and culturally and linguis�cally diverse peoples to ensure that it 
provides tangible and meaningful results for these groups. One Youth Advisory Council member noted that “there 
is not enough ac�on when thinking about the magnitude of First Na�ons issues/diversity. They need to be really 
specific how they will consult and eventually bring about themes of self-determina�on. Their needs to be more 
about the considera�on of inter-genera�onal trauma, and systemic racism, how will they do the consult in a safe 
and helpful way.” Collabora�ve partnerships with NGOs and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-
controlled organisa�ons are necessary to address local needs through place-based responses. QFCC's First 

“(The draft) is quite vague and 
doesn't have any actionable items 

but is a good first step. From a 
school student perspective, there 

should be a greater focus on 
financial literacy and life skills 
taught at school to enable a 

smoother transition to life. There 
also should be a focus on youth-led, 
student-led advocacy and initiatives 

in schools”. 

Youth Advisory Council member 
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Nations Childrens Report35 and Child Rights report36 highlight the importance of partnerships with NGOs and 
community-controlled organisa�ons in delivering inten�onal interven�ons that respond effec�vely to local needs.  

First Na�ons co-design and stewardship of delivery is integral to providing culturally responsive services tailored 
to the needs of First Na�ons children, young people, and families contribu�ng to closing the gap in outcomes. The 
overrepresenta�on of First Na�ons children and young people in the child protec�on and youth jus�ce systems 
remains a central priority of the QFCC. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children comprised approximately 47 
per cent of all children in out-of-home care, but only 8.2 per cent of the Queensland popula�on aged 0 to 17 
years.37 Similarly, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children accounted for 50.1 per cent of all child defendants 
who had a charge finalised in a Queensland court in 2021–22.38  

Programs such as Community Youth Response and Diversion 
and funding for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Family 
Wellbeing Services provide loca�on-specific and culturally 
appropriate responses to reduce overrepresenta�on of First 
Na�ons children, young people, and families in Queensland’s 
statutory systems. These such programs have seen some 
improvement in the experiences of First Na�ons children in 
statutory systems. Recent research suggests that almost 
seven in 10 children and young people living in out-of-home 
care agreed that they were ‘always’ or ‘most �mes’ able to 
follow their culture where they lived.39 Ini�a�ves employed 
as part of the Putting Queensland Kids First strategy must 
expand on exis�ng partnerships and develop community-led 
responses for families.    

Various government sectors including health, educa�on, housing, youth jus�ce, child safety, and police have 
current ini�a�ves aimed at addressing local needs through collabora�ve partnerships. These such ini�a�ves 
should be coordinated between the responsible agencies, u�lising exis�ng partnerships and promo�ng an 
integrated response to sustain community-led ini�a�ves. Local-based solu�ons must engage local exper�se, 
resources, and cultural knowledge to develop service responses that provide individualised and specific support 
for children, young people, families, and communi�es throughout Queensland.  

 

 
 
35 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), First Nations Children’s Report, First Na�ons Childrens Report.PDF 
(qfcc.qld.gov.au) 
36 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Queensland Child Rights Report 2023, Queensland Family & Child 
Commission :: Queensland Child Rights Report 2023 (qfcc.qld.gov.au) 
37 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2022), Principle Focus, Principle Focus Report (qfcc.qld.gov.au)  
38 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2023), Annual Report 2022-23, Queensland Family and Child Commission : 
Annual Report 2022-23 (qfcc.qld.gov.au) 
39 Queensland Family and Child Commission (2024), Growing up in Queensland, Growing Up in Queensland 2024 | 
Queensland Family and Child Commission (qfcc.qld.gov.au). 

“Core principles to support children, young 
people and families should include youth 

voices at the forefront, intersectional identities 
and understanding the issues faced by 

marginalised communities. I think this report 
doesn’t quite include the intersectionality of 
identities and how being a part of multiple 
minority groups can affect how you affect 
services/view social issues. In particular, 

growing up as CALD isn’t really addressed in 
this report or the challenges faced when 

violence isn’t necessarily physical”. 

Youth Advisory Council member 

https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/First%20Nations%20Childrens%20Report.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/First%20Nations%20Childrens%20Report.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/QFCC%20Child%20Rights%20Report%202023%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/QFCC%20Child%20Rights%20Report%202023%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-06/Principle%20Focus%20Report_WCAG_WEB.pdf
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Queensland%20Family%20and%20Child%20Commission%20Annual%20Report%202022-23_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-10/Queensland%20Family%20and%20Child%20Commission%20Annual%20Report%202022-23_0.PDF
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/sector/supporting-our-sector/growing-up-in-queensland/2024
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