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Having decision makers present and asked to speak
following each category was brilliant on a few levels, |
really liked this... most of them seemed to have really

heard what was said - | hope they act on their words.

- Sector professional , ,
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Message from the Commissioners

We are pleased to present a report detailing the achievements and short-term outcomes
of the Queensland Family and Child Commission's (QFCC) inaugural Youth Summit 2024.

The summit, held on 10 and 11 April 2024, brought
together a diverse array of stakeholders, including
youth leaders, government and non-government
decision-makers, community organisation leaders
and Queensland Ministers. The two-day event
amplified the lived experiences of young people aged
under 25 years from across Queensland, providing a
platform to voice ideas to improve the safety and
wellbeing of children, young people, their families
and communities.

Compelling speeches by 38 young Queenslanders on
topics that are important to them, were heard by
more than 200 attendees. These speakers were
selected from an applicant pool of 73 by a panel of
judges. Youth-led action planning workshops were
held for young people to discuss topics raised on day
one and to consider potential solutions and actions
to create positive change. We were pleased to see
the energy and enthusiasm from participants and
attendees maintained over the two days.

Acknowledging the contributions of all speakers and
attendees, the summit was successful in achieving its
intended objectives including empowering youth
voices; validating why youth voices should be
embedded in policies and decisions that affect them
and their families; fortifying the importance of
collaborative partnerships with young people and
youth-led initiatives; and identifying the importance
of ongoing dialogue and collaboration beyond the
summit.

The summit provided a platform for young people to
express their views, concerns, and aspirations
regarding family and child safety and wellbeing issues
in Queensland. Through listening to youth speeches,
participating in interactive workshops and
brainstorming sessions, participants were
encouraged to share their perspectives and ideas for
action on several topics, including education, health,
youth participation and cultural identity.

A series of insightful recommendations emerged
from the speeches and workshops, reflecting the
needs and priorities identified by young people.
These recommendations encompassed areas such as
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improving access to mental health support services,
enhancing educational opportunities for vulnerable
youth, promoting youth engagement in decision-
making processes, and strengthening support
networks for families in crisis.

The summit fostered collaboration and networking
among stakeholders from government, non-
government organisations, academia, and the
private sector. By forging new partnerships and
strengthening existing, participants explored
innovative strategies for addressing the complex
challenges facing children, young people and
families in Queensland.

Recognising the importance of ongoing dialogue
and collaboration, we are committed to sustaining
the momentum generated by the summit. Plans are
underway to develop an Impact Report to capture
how the young people's voices are embedded in
decision-making processes related to family and
child safety and wellbeing services and policies.

The QFCC Youth Summit 2024 was a resounding
success, providing a platform for meaningful
dialogue, collaboration and action planning to
improve the safety and wellbeing of Queensland
children, young people, their families and
communities. We are exceptionally proud of the
young people who bravely represented their
advocacy agendas and look forward to building on
the momentum generated by the summit to create
a brighter future for all Queenslanders.
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Purpose

The purpose of the QFCC Youth Summit 2024 was to establish a platform for Queensland young people to share
their thoughts, views and experiences with people in positions of power to create positive impact and influence
policies and decisions that affect the safety and wellbeing of Queensland children, young people and families.

The summit aimed to provide an opportunity for leaders in government and non-government organisations to
hear stories of young people, told by young people, to enhance the connection, understanding and resonance.
The summit also provided an avenue for Youth Advocates and other people to consider and develop their
advocacy agendas and connect with like-minded young people.

Theme

To retain a clear focus on the wellbeing of Queensland children,
young people and their families, the summit speaker sessions
and workshop themes were based on the Australian Research
Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) Nest Wellbeing
Framework.

The Nest is Australia’s principal national wellbeing framework
for children and families. The Nest Wellbeing Framework
captures factors that children, families and communities need to
thrive across six critical life domains. Each of these domains has
a direct impact on childhood development, and family and
community wellbeing forms part of an interconnected system
around each Queensland child.

Speeches and workshops were grouped into sessions by domain:

Session 1 — Identity and Culture
Session 2 — Learning

Session 3 — Valued, Loved and safe
Session 4 — Material basics
Session 5 — Participating

Session 6 — Healthy

“ Speeches were excellent in each domain. It has made a
big impact in my life, given the lived experiences.

- Young speaker , ,
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Attendees

The two-day Youth Summit saw an impressive turnout of over 200 participants, reflecting a strong sector and
commitment to young people in Queensland. Day one was received as a successful platform for amplifying the
views of young people, with day two acknowledged as momentum building, with interactive, youth-led
workshops that focused on the common goals of enhancing the safety and wellbeing of children, young people,
and their families. The event fostered dynamic discussions and practical strategies, highlighting the vital role of
youth in shaping a safer, more supportive community. The enthusiasm and active participation underscored the
summit's significance and forecasted impact.

234 44% 56%

TOTAL AGED 25
ATTENDEES AND UNDER

PROFESSIONAL
/ SECTOR

14 3 3

QFCC YOUTH
ADVOCATES

QUEENSLAND QUEENSLAND
MINISTERS COMMISSIONERS
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Our partners

We are delighted to celebrate the remarkable partnership and attendance of our partners at the QFCC Youth
Summit. Their unwavering support and active participation were pivotal to the event's success. Our partners
brought invaluable insights, fostering an environment of collaboration and innovation. Their engagement not
only enriched the summit's discussions but also inspired our youth, empowering them to drive positive change.
Together, we have created a dynamic platform that amplifies young voices and addresses critical issues. We
extend our gratitude to our partners for their commitment and look forward to continuing this impactful
journey together.

THRIVING J CHILDREN'S
QLDKIDS JRIGHTSQLD

The ASE

Group

KIDS
HELPLINE
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Media coverage

Journalists from ABC and Brisbane Times attended the Youth Summit. Brisbane Times published an article about
Youth Summit speaker Blake, a proud Darumbal and Yiman man from Rockhampton, who spoke about cultural
disconnect and loss of identity within child protection agencies and what we can change in the future to allow
for future Elders to be connected to culture. The article featured an interview with Blake and QFCC
Commissioner Natalie Lewis. This article was published across the national Nine Entertainment digital network
(Brisbane Times, The Age, WA Today and Sydney Morning Herald), reaching an estimated audience of 1.8 million
readers. The Longreach Leader also published an article featuring an interview with 17-year-old Jozette, who
spoke at the Youth Summit about powering the change for youth in 2024.
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Day 1: The conference

The inaugural QFCC Youth Summit took place at the Emporium Hotel in South Bank on April 10 and 11, in
celebration of Queensland Youth Week 2024. This event provided a platform for young people under 25 from
across Queensland to share their ideas for positive change. Thirty-five young Queenslanders delivered powerful
6-minute speeches on important topics to over 200 attendees, including Queensland Ministers and community

leaders.

The young speakers travelled from as far as Longreach, Rockhampton, Cairns, St George, Horn

Island and Bamaga. The furthest location travelled was from Horn Island to Brisbane, at a distance of 2,184
kilometres. The longest car journey, from St George to Brisbane, was 600 kilometres. More than 50 per cent of
young speakers travelled from outside the Greater Brisbane region.

ELDEST

YOUNGEST
SPEAKER 30% SPEAKER

SPEAKER

OF SPEAKERS

AGED 11 UNDER 18 AGED 23

10% 25% 50%+

IDENTIFY AS FROM OUTSIDE
FIRST NATIONS GREATER BRISBANE

IDENTIFY AS
GENDER DIVERSE
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Charis Mullen MP opened the event,
followed with heartfelt and considered
reflection speeches delivered by
Attorney-General Yvette D’Ath MP,
Leeanne Enoch MP, Queensland Mental
Health Commissioner Ivan Frkovic,
QFCC Commissioners Luke Twyford and
Natalie Lewis, Deputy Director-General
Phillip Brooks, Thriving Queensland Kids
Partnerships Convenor Michael Hogan,
and Q Shelter Capacity Lead and Child
Death Review Board member Murray
Benton.

The QFCC Youth Summit provided rich networking opportunities for all stakeholders, including Youth Advocates,
young attendees, sector leaders, Queensland Ministers, QFCC staff, and other participants. Informal mingling
during breaks and structured networking sessions allowed attendees to establish connections and exchange
ideas. The event’s collaborative atmosphere empowered young people to start conversations and build
connections with influential people that can support their advocacy journeys.

Jahin Tanvir, CEO of the Australian School of Entrepreneurship and a
renowned public speaker, emceed the conference.

Songwoman Maroochy Barambah, an Aboriginal Elder from Brisbane with
Turrbal and Gubbi Gubbi ancestry, delivered a memorable Welcome to
Country.

Kids Helpline supported the event by providing two counsellors to attend for
the full day to assist participants and attendees during times of need.

The Conference (Day 1) was
informed by young people
including QFCC Engagement
Support Officers and Youth
Advocates.
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A QFCC Youth Summit T-shirt was donned
by all young speakers, the Principal
Commissioner Luke Twyford and key QFCC
event management team members, to
create a sense of community and inspire
connectedness among the young speakers.
The T-shirt design was selected from a
series of designs that were submitted as
part of a design competition held prior to
the summit as a method for generating
awareness of the summit and engaging
with young Queensland people, up and
coming young artists and Queensland youth
advocates to inspire interest, participation
and promotion of the event. The winning
design was ‘Make space, Connect, Listen’ by
15-year-old Rockhampton artist Niah
Hoffman.

The speeches were documented through
various methods for future communication
and engagement. A locked camera
recorded the full day event, capturing each
individual speech. An illustrative recorder
provided visual representations of each
speaker, presenting the artwork on the
main screen at the end of each speaker

session. A roaming camera captured organic footage throughout the day and a piece-to-camera studio erected
for individual interviews of young speakers, reflection speakers and stakeholders to facilitate vox-pop media.

www.qfcc.qld.gov.au
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Speaker Session 1: Identity and culture

SESSION REFLECTION SPEAKER
Commissioners Luke Twyford and Natalie Lewis

Queensland Family and Child Commission

[ CLICK TO VIEW ]
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https://youtu.be/wIKeiH2xCYY

Blake is a proud Darumbal and Yiman man, aged 19, from Rockhampton. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Blake drew
on his personal experience and spoke about empowering child safety through cultural transformation. He
highlighted the cultural disconnect and loss of identity within child protection agencies and made suggestions
for future improvements to support cultural connections for future Elders.

Huda is 19 years of age, from Acacia Ridge and she is a member of the Multicultural Australia Future Leaders
Advocacy Group and QPASTT Youth Voice Group. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Huda spoke about transforming
our approach towards family safety intervention services when working with culturally and linguistically diverse
families. She noted the importance of ensuring culture, understanding, respect and safety are at the core of this
process when navigating families through complex and challenging experiences to ensure healing and
reunification can take place.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Blake
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Huda

Priya is 18 and from the Gold Coast. She is a passionate intersectional youth advocate studying law. She was the
2023 Youth Member for Southport within YMCA Queensland Youth Parliament, is currently founding the
Southport Youth Advisory Council, and was selected as the 2023 Gold Coast Bulletin Young Woman of the Year.
At the QFCC Youth Summit, Priya spoke about ‘Diverse Changemakers’ and how we need to change our
perceptions and biases to best elevate the voices of intersectional women in our communities and empower
them to achieve their potential and their goals, uninhibited.

Rhea is 18 and lives in regional Queensland. She’s currently studying veterinary science and is a lead organiser
of an initiative called “We are not alone.” At the QFCC Youth Summit Rhea spoke about this youth initiative
designed to empower young people with disability, chronic iliness and/or who identify as neurodivergent. From
pitching it in Queensland Parliament to delivering the event in Toowoomba, it's been a journey.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Priya
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Rhea

Shraddha is 14 and lives in Brisbane. What truly drives her is the belief that everyone should feel safe, valued
and included. She loves empowering and encouraging others to make a positive change in society and to raise
their voice. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Shraddha spoke about how bullying and racist comments are not just
words but barriers that inhibit countless individuals from reaching their full potential and having a sense of
belonging and self-value. She believes in a world where inclusion is not just ideal, but a reality.

Tobyn is a proud Gangulu and Iman man from Rockhampton. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Tobyn spoke
about how cultural leadership in Indigenous communities is crucial for fostering understanding and
empowerment. Tobyn sees cultural leaders as Indigenous people who carry the wisdom, culture and stories
of our ancestors, then pass down that knowledge to our young people so that they know who they are and
how the country around them was made. Tobyn hopes that his speech helps people to understand some of
the struggles Indigenous communities feel.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Shraddha
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Tobyn

SESSION REFLECTION SPEAKER

Mr Phillip Brooks

Deputy Director-General, First Nations Strategy and Partnerships, Department of Education

[ CLICK TO VIEW ]
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https://youtu.be/3sqpOQseHRI

Caspen is 17 and is a proud Dharug person living in Mango Hill. Caspen aims to be a voice for the voiceless and
fight for the rights of all young people, regardless of their identity, ethnicity, culture, upbringing, or disability. At
the QFCC Youth Summit, Caspen spoke about how the integration of technology into schooling was once a
positive enforcement to connect students with teachers, but asked the question, why are we now so
disconnected?

Sara is 18, from Merrimac. Sara wants to make society and the world a better place to live in. At the QFCC Youth
Summit, Sara spoke about the improvements needed in the Australian education system to help the future
generation. Sara’s suggestions for improvements include better teacher guidance, increased school funding and
better work experience options. Sara believes that these improvements will help the next generation to develop
as more blissful human beings.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/caspen
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Sara

Lani is 16 and from Bargara in regional Queensland. Lani is currently attending high school in Bundaberg. At the
QFCC Youth Summit, Lani spoke about education in regional Queensland, the shortage of educators and how
she believes better outcomes for regional people can be achieved.

Zeblon is a proud 23-year-old First Nations young person with connections to mobs Geemooiburra Yarraburra,
Gunggandji Gurraburra, Djiru, Wagadagam, Kaurareg, Geomu and ltalgal. Zeblon lives in the remote regional
community of Umagico, part of the Northern Peninsula Area. Zeblon is passionate about helping young people
and spoke about preventing educational inequity at the QFCC Youth Summit.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/lani
qfcc.qld.gov.au/zeblon

Anika is 16. She lives in South Brisbane and is originally from the Ukraine. She is a year 12 student at Brisbane
State School and enjoys playing the piano, drawing and playing games. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Anika spoke
about tertiary education inaccessibility for temporary humanitarian visa holders, refugees and asylum seekers.
Anika also highlighted the extremely limited pathways refugees face while pursuing tertiary education, and how
this inaccessibility will affect this, and future generations' school leavers, and also provided possible solutions.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/anika

Speaker Session 3: Valued, loved and safe

SESSION REFLECTION SPEAKER

The Hon Yvette D’Ath MP

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence

[ CLICK TO VIEW ]
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyA2PTBnPXY

Oliver is 21 years of age, lives in Toowoomba and is a volunteer with the CREATE Foundation. They use their
experience of ageing out of the foster system, being queer and disabled, to fight for a better government. At the
QFCC Youth Summit, Oliver spoke about Child Safety reform and the negligence of children in the child
protection system and the need for more tools for children to advocate for themselves.

Ruby is 16 and from Hope Island. She is a student with a passion for social justice advocacy and has developed a
not-for-profit organisation for young people affected by domestic and family violence. At the QFCC Youth
Summit, Ruby spoke about the need for awareness on domestic violence and support for young people who
witness domestic violence in the home.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Oliver
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Ruby

Charis is 15 and lives in Yarrabilba. She is a native of Delta State Nigeria. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Charis
shared her personal experiences of racism in her school and community.

Caroline is 23 and lives on the Gold Coast. Caroline spoke about sibling carers at the QFCC Youth Summit and

how the government can help older siblings to provide care to their younger siblings and to navigate their own
lives as young adults.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Charis

Abbey is 17 and lives on the Gold Coast. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Abbey spoke about the importance of
young people feeling valued within their communities and the importance of making sure young people know
they have a place in our society, feel supported and belong.

Muskaan is 13 and lives in Yarrabilba. She enjoys arts and crafts and spending time with family and close
friends. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Muskaan spoke on how spending time with family can reduce crime rates
and create safer communities and explored the importance of feeling safe in her school and neighbourhood.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/abbey
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Muskaan

Malakai is 20 and from Toowoomba. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Malakai spoke about residential care and the
support needed to improve this experience for young people in care. Malakai presented what he believes is a
good experience in care as a rap song.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Malakai

Speaker Session 4: Material basics
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https://youtu.be/8cOHnpm7bKo

Max is 11, the youngest youth speaker at the event, and he lives in Rochedale South. Max is in year 6 and loves
to play soccer. As he has seen kids his age being treated unfairly and constantly missing out on opportunities
they deserve, nothing would make him happier to see this change. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Max spoke about
how fairness isn't giving everyone the same, it's giving people what they need.

Hannah is 17 and from Coolangatta. Hannah is an international student from China, currently in her final year at
Elanora State High School. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Hannah spoke about enhancing community
transportation, reflecting on the infrequent bus service from her home to school and she also raised concerns
about the safety and punctuality of the buses.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/max
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/hannah

Samuel is 17 and lives in Brisbane. He’s in year 12 at Brisbane State High School. Samuel is involved in many
activities — he coaches and debates in the GPS debating competition, plays violin and is a Student
Representative Council Leader and Prefect. He’s also a QFCC Youth Advocate. At the QFCC Youth Summit,
Samuel spoke about life literacy and why we need to teach life skills in Queensland state schools. Samuel is
passionate about life literacy, as the benefit to young people is everlasting, particularly in a cost of living crisis.

Elma is 22 and lives in Bamaga. Elma is the young mother of two children. Residing in Far North Queensland,
Elma lives and works on her traditional country. At the QFCC Youth Sumit, EIma spoke on housing issues in her
community from a holistic perspective.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/samuel
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/elma

Deadly Inspiring Youth Doing Good known as DIYDG are a group of 18-year-olds who live in Cairns. This group
spoke about ‘Uplifting our youth’ at the QFCC Youth Summit.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/DIYDG

Speaker Session 5: Participating

SESSION REFLECTION SPEAKER

Mr Michael Hogan

Convenor, Thriving Queensland Kids Partnership

[ CLICK TO VIEW ]
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqpCInbkRmk

Ryan is 18 and lives in Varsity Lakes. He’s a first-year student at Bond University, studying a Bachelor of
International Relations and Bachelor of Laws. Ryan is proudly involved in his local community and has a strong
desire to see our natural environment preserved. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Ryan spoke about eco-anxiety and
the increasingly uncertain future faced by young Queenslanders and the impact on psychological distress
amongst youth due to the climate issue.

Jack is 17 and lives in St. George. He is a senior student at the St George State High School where he is the vice-
captain. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Jack spoke about war on waste and the issue of waste pollution within
Australia providing possible solutions on how to work towards a brighter and cleaner future.
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Maddie is 21 and from Zillmere. She is a Youth Advocate for women, mental health and First Nations issues.
Maddie is also a mentor for Queensland Youth Parliament. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Maddie spoke about a
youth-centric approach to Youth Participation and engagement. She highlighted the need for organisations to
change Youth Participation to youth engagement by ensuring their frameworks and policies focus on young
people and organisations working collaboratively to allow genuine participation.

Aaron is 15, from Pullenvale and is a year 11 student who loves buses, trains, dystopian fiction, Taylor Swift, and
Hamilton. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Aaron spoke about a Youth Forum that he organised that brought
together 52 young people from 14 schools around Brisbane, along with representatives from the UN and six
politicians. He discussed that as young leaders, they need to raise their voices to open opportunities for others
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Jozette is 17 and lives in Longreach. She loves all types of activities including sports and writing. She wants to be
involved and make a difference on topics that she cares about. At the QFCC Youth Summit, Jozette spoke about
the day-to-day problems that youth face in outback Queensland and across the state, and the importance of

rural issues being shared with the urban population. She plans to take the solutions discussed back to her
hometown to work towards a better future for youth.
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Speaker Session 6: Healthy

SESSION REFLECTION SPEAKER

Commissioner lvan Frkovic

Commissioner, Queensland Mental Health Commission

[ CLICK TO VIEW ]
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https://youtu.be/VT-c3rDLDJI

Grace is 22 and lives in Logan. Grace combines her lived experience of mental illness with her psychology
background to advocate for systemic and social change. She advocates for embedding lived experience
knowledge in education, research and policy, and advises government and NGOs on policy and service delivery.
At the QFCC Youth Summit, Grace spoke about challenging the status quo in mental health and the need for
the mental health sector to challenge itself and think beyond short-term solutions as the rates of people
experiencing mental ill-health and mental illness rise.

Alice is 16 and lives in Camp Mountain. She is in remission after undergoing chemotherapy for Hodgkin’s
lymphoma. She found during her treatment that community and self-love helped her to minimise the loneliness.
At the QFCC Youth Summit, Alice spoke about minimising isolation during cancer treatment and the need to
eliminate social isolation and loneliness during treatment through promoting resources within the community
and self-love.

www.qfcc.qld.gov.au 33 QFCC Youth Summit 2024 Report


http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Alice
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/grace

Miles is 16 and from the Gold Coast. Miles is a passionate youth advocate for LGBTQ support, mental health and
disability rights. As a young person with lived experience, he has firsthand knowledge of the challenges. At the
QFCC Youth Summit Miles spoke about listening to the voices of youth as a first step to gaining the resources to
properly safeguard the welfare of people with disabilities.

Siobhan is 14 and lives in Redlands. Siobhan is a young entrepreneur, three-times published author,
philanthropist, public speaker and presenter. She is a QFCC Youth Advocate and is passionate about health, and
changing the lives of people with disabilities, alcoholism, and people experiencing domestic violence and
trauma. At the QFCC Youth Summit, she spoke about changing the alcohol culture, the effects on the
community and our lives and the impact on crime, road incidents, assaults, the consumer's health and
wellbeing, as well as it being a drain on the economy and health care system.
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http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/miles
http://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/Siobhan

Reflection speakers and Ministerial attendance

The Youth Summit was designed to provide an opportunity for senior government and non-government leaders
to hear the stories of young people. At the end of each session a senior government official was invited to
provide a 10-minute summary of what they heard, and their response to each young speaker.

The Hon Charis Mullen MP
Minister for Child Safety, Minister for Seniors and Disability Services and
Minister for Multicultural Affairs

Delivered the Opening address

The Hon Leeanne Enoch MP
Minister for Treaty, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Partnerships, Minister for Communities and Minister for the Arts

Delivered a Youth Week address

Commissioners Luke Twyford and Natalie Lewis
Queensland Family and Child Commission

Reflective Speakers for the ‘Identity and Culture’ Session

Mr Phillip Brooks
Deputy Director-General, First Nations Strategy and Partnerships, Department
of Education

Reflective Speaker for the ‘Learning’ Session

The Hon Yvette D’Ath MP
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for the Prevention of
Domestic and Family Violence

Reflective Speaker for the ‘Valued, Love and Safe’ Session

Mr Murray Benton
Sector Capacity Lead, Q Shelter

Reflective Speaker for the ‘Material Basics’ Session

Mr Michael Hogan
Convenor, Thriving Queensland Kids Partnership

Reflective Speaker for the ‘Participating’ Session

Commissioner Ivan Frkovic
Commissioner, Queensland Mental Health Commission

Reflective Speaker for the ‘Healthy’ Session
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Day 2: Youth-led action planning workshops

Day two of the summit comprised youth-led action planning workshops
with youth-facilitated activities. Participants discussed the potential
outcomes suggested by speakers and the individual wellbeing domains.
Participants were encouraged to reflect on their learnings, voice their
desires for action and suggest approaches to realise outcomes. Action
cards were provided to participants to encourage action-focussed
thinking and takeaway reminders of commitments made on the day.

Zhanae Dodd from Project Groove Co and Semara Jose from Deadly
Inspiring Youth Doing Good (DIYDG) facilitated the workshops. Zhanae
is a proud Ghungalu, Birri, Widi and Kaanju woman from Rockhampton,
Central Queensland. She is passionate about Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander advocacy, specifically self-determination, understanding
and addressing intergenerational trauma and lateral violence, reducing
over-representation in government systems, and promoting cultural
safety. Semara is a proud Gudjula, Eastern-Kuku Yalanji and Darnley
Island woman. Born and raised in Cairns, she is a co-founder of DIYDG
with a passion for youth leadership. Zhanae and Semara encouraged
attendees to participate in an all-in group corrobboree to kick things off.

Young people engaged actively and enthusiastically in the full program, developing connections with peers and
sector leaders. Feedback has been received from participants and a comprehensive Impact Report is underway.
The content generated from the young participants was captured and
collated. This information will be distributed to key stakeholders with
the intention of influencing positive change for the safety and wellbeing
of Queensland children, young people, their families and communities.

Young people including QFCC
Engagement Support Officers
and Youth Advocates
collaborated to design and
deliver the Workshop (Day 2).
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What’s next...

Following the QFCC Youth Summit, the next steps focus on embedding youth voices into decision-making
processes affecting the safety and wellbeing of Queensland children, young people, and families. The compelling
speeches delivered by young speakers have been released publicly and will continue to be elevated over the
coming year to ensure their ideas and perspectives reach a broader audience, including additional policymakers
and community leaders. This compilation will serve as a valuable resource for government and non-government
organisations committed to making informed, youth-centred decisions.

We will continue to empower children, young people and their families to influence decisions that affect their
lives, by:

amplifying the perspectives and lived experience of Queensland children and their families, especially
those experiencing inequity, vulnerability or marginalisation; providing children and families with
meaningful opportunities to influence systemic change and advocate for action;

assisting others to build their capability to consult with, and act on the views and experiences of children
and young people;

increasing engagement by using the communication approaches children and their families prefer; and,
actively celebrating and promoting the achievements and contributions of young Queenslanders and their
families.

In the coming months, we will publish an Impact Report that synthesises the recommendations from the young
people and the commitments from government and non-government stakeholders. This report will highlight key
themes and actionable strategies proposed by stakeholders, providing a vision for impactful integration of their
voices into ongoing and future initiatives. The report aims to hold organisations accountable and encourage
them to adopt practices that reflect the priorities and concerns of young Queenslanders.

The advocacy speech videos, consolidated youth-led workshop summaries and the Impact Report will be
disseminated to relevant stakeholders, including government departments, Queensland Ministers, sector
leaders and community organisations. This will facilitate continuous dialogue and collaboration, ensuring that
youth perspectives are not only heard but actively shape the futures of young Queenslanders.

“ Keep encouraging young
people to have a voice. ,,

- Sector professional
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“ Out of all the conferences/summits etc. | have
attended in my career | found this summit to be
exceptional. It was a great experience and next year | am
going to ensure that managers of programs attend. ’ ,

- Sector professional

www.qfcc.qld.gov.au 42 QFCC Youth Summit 2024 Report



